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AFRICAN AMERICAN CIVIL WAR MUSEUM 

 
Dear Educator, 

Thank you for reserving “The School of the Soldier,” program for your class.  Your 

students will have a great experience learning more about the United States Colored 

Troops with us, and I hope that you will find the attached pre- and post-visit materials 

helpful.  At the African American Civil War Museum, our mission is to engage the 

public in an exploration of the soldiers of African descent who served the Union during 

the American Civil War.  The names of 209,145 soldiers are listed on the walls of the 

African American Civil War Memorial.  These soldiers severed in the Union Army 

under the Bureau of United States Colored Troops (USCT) from 1863 – 1867.  They were 

brought together to preserve the Union of the United States, but many of them were 

fighting for their freedom and the freedom of their families 

By participating in “School of the Soldier” program, students will learn what life was 

like for the typical union soldier through historic and reproduced items and equipment 

that soldiers would have carried and hands-on activities that will allow students to 

understand how life today and in the past differ.    

As a result of this program, your students will: 

 Gain a better understanding of the impact African American soldiers made in 
the Civil War. 

 Gain a better understanding of the Civil War. 

 Learn how people lived in the past. 

 Learn what life was like for the typical Union Soldier 
 
Enclosed are educator materials specifically designed to help you; 

 Prepare your students for their experience through thought-provoking activities; 

 Arrange your visit to ensure the best possible museum experience; 

 Plan meaningful time for classroom reflection after your museum visit. 
 
Other teacher materials are available on our website at www.afroamcivilwar.org.  If you 
have additional questions, please contact the education department at 
education@afroamcivilwar.org or call 202.667.2667. 
 
Sincerely  
Dawn Chitty 
 
Dawn Chitty 
Director of Education  
African American Civil War Museum                                                                           
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AFRICAN AMERICAN CIVIL WAR MUSEUM 

Prepare 
Before your visit to the museum review the program 
specific terms and visitor guidelines so your students 
will be familiar with the museum and the School of the 
Soldier program. 
 

Visitor Guidelines 
The museum requires one chaperone for every ten 
students.  Please notify the museum if your group 
size changes, in advance of your visit or upon your 
arrival to the museum.  
  
Depending on the size of your group it may be 
necessary to split them evenly into smaller groups.  
Each group will participate in the same activities, 
however in rotation.  If this becomes necessary the 
museum’s staff will notify you after your reservation 
is made. 
 
The museum has a gift shop located directly in front 
of the museum’s front entrance.  Students are invited 
to shop in the store with adult supervision only.    If 
your school or organization would like to purchase gifts for your students in advance 
please notify the museum at least 3 weeks before your visit. 

 
Directions 
Metro 
Use the WMATA trip planner for all bus or rail travel itineraries (wmata.com) 
 
Rail: UStreet/African American Civil War Memorial/Cordozo (Green & Yellow Lines) has an 
exit directly across the street from the museum.  Exit the metro at 10th & U Street, 
directly in front of the African American Civil War Memorial; the museum is across the 
street at 1925 Vermont in the annex portion of the Grimke School. 
Bus: The X3 and 63 Metro Bus stop in front of the African American Civil War 
Memorial. 
 
If your group is arriving by bus you may instruct the drive to let passengers out in front 
of the museum gates or the memorial area and the bus may park along Sherman Ave, a 
few blocks away and return for the group at the end of the program.  

Program Specific Terms: 

 

1. Company- Composed 100 men and led by a 

Captain. 

2. Regiment- Composed of 10 companies/ 1,000 

men and led by a Colonel. 

3. Corps- composed of 3 or 4 divisions and led 

by a Major General. 

4. Drill- To practice marching, military 

formations and the steps in firing and 

handling one’s weapon 
 

5. Emancipation- The act of setting free from 

bondage or slavery. 
 

6. Hardtack- A hard biscuit made of flour and 

water eaten by soldiers in the Civil War. 
 

7. Haversack- A square canvas or leather bag 

used to carry a soldier’s personal equipment 

during the Civil War. 
 

 

8. Musket- A smoothbore, single-shot shoulder 

gun that fired a round ball. 
 

 

9. Secession/Secede- formal withdrawal of 11 

Southern States from the Union resulting in 

the start of the Civil War. 
 

 

10. Recruitment- to bring in new soldiers. 

 

 

 

 

 

…..Preparing for Your Visit…….…………. 
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When students arrive at the museum they will see images of soldiers fulfilling different 

types of jobs.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Infantry: 

Foot Soldiers 

Cavalry: 

Soldiers on 
Horses 

Artillery: 

Soldiers 
manning 
Cannons 

Musicians: 

Drummer 
Boys and 

Band 

Pioneers: 

Engineers 
(build things) 

Sailors: 

Soldiers 
manning 

Ships 
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The average Civil War soldier was 22 years old.  Some of the youngest soldiers were Drummers; 

some were as young as 8 and 9 years old.  With your visit to the museum you will learn all about 

the United States Colored Troops (USCT).   

Life during the Civil War as well as the importance 



AFRICAN AMERICAN CIVIL WAR MUSEUM 

 
Visiting the African American Civil War Museum is a great way for students to gain 

an understanding of and appreciation for the past and how it influences them today.  

You can start this important learning experience in the classroom. 

 

 

Discuss these concepts with your students before their visit to the museum.   

Who were the soldiers of the United States Colored Troops? 

Although, most of the soldiers serving under the United States Colored Troops were African 

American, all the soldiers came from different walks of life that made them unique.  Of the 

200,000 plus names listed on the memorial wall approximately 90% of these solders were 

enslaved when the Civil War began, while 10% were free.  While most of the soldiers under the 

USCT came from the South over 35, 000 would enlist from Northern states.  Also there are a 

multitude of soldiers representing other cultures, Europeans, Latinos, Native Americans and 

Hawaiians.  

Why Fight? 

Most of the African Americans serving the Union Army were enslaved, and their families were 

enslaved.  The Militia Act of 1862 allowed for the recruitment of African American soldiers, but 

also stated that the families of African American men who served the union would gain their 

freedom.   

What Happens After the War? 

With the Civil War some 4 million enslaved Americans gained their freedom.  There were many 

ways these individuals exercised their freedom; searching for family lost in slavery, gaining an 

education, finding jobs and establishing communities.  If faced with a life of forced servitude 

what would you do with your newly gained freedom?  

Talk About It! 
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The African American Civil War Memorial is located at 10th and U Street, NW, directly 
across the street from the African American Civil War Museum located in the annex of 
the historic Grimke school building.  Before you visit the museum, stop at the memorial 
and take a look at the statue and the surrounding wall with names.  Answer the 
following questions below; 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What is the name of the African American Civil War Memorial Statue? 

 

2. How many soldiers are listed on the memorial wall behind the statue? 

 

3. What is the name of the Artist who sculpted the statue? 

 

4. Look at the names on the memorial wall, what shapes do you see between the 
names? 

 
Most of the soldiers listed on the memorial wall survived the war and made it home to 
their families.  Thousands of people are descendants of these soldiers.  Can you find 
your surname on the memorial wall?  Do you think you may have an ancestor that 
served in the Civil War?  Make an etching of a soldier’s name on the memorial wall. 

…..Visiting the Museum & Memorial.…………. 
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Answer Sheet 
The African American Civil War Memorial is located at 10th and U Street, NW, directly 
across the street from the African American Civil War Museum located in the annex of 
the historic Grimke school building.  Before you visit the museum, stop at the memorial 
and take a look at the statue and the surrounding wall with names.  Answer the 
following questions below; 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What is the name of the African American Civil War Memorial Statue? 
The Spirit of Freedom: African American Civil War Memorial 

2. How many soldiers are listed on the memorial wall behind the statue? 
209,145 names of soldiers  

3. What is the name of the artist who sculpted the statue? 
Ed Hamilton 

4. Look at the names on the memorial wall, what shapes do you see between the 
names? Circles, Squares and Diamonds (Rhombus) 

 
Most of the soldiers listed on the memorial wall survived the war and made it home to 
their families.  Thousands of people are descendants of these soldiers.  Can you find 
your surname on the memorial wall?  Do you think you may have an ancestor that 
served in the Civil War?  Make an etching of a soldier’s name on the memorial wall. 
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The School of the Soldier program is approximately 60 to 80 minutes.  This program is 

an interactive program that will engage students in learning about the United States 

Colored Troops.   

Itinerary: 

1. Museum and Memorial History 

Students will be greeted by staff or volunteers and receive an orientation to the 

museum and memorial history and purpose. 

2. A Soldier’s Life 

Students will learn about the United States Colored Troops (USCT), what life 

was like for them, view equipment USCT soldiers would have used and 

participate in a soldier’s drill. 

3. Explore the Museum and Memorial 

Students will explore the museum with a fun scavenger hunt, learn about the 

memorial and make an etching of a soldier’s name (Weather permitting).  
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Activity 3: Reflecting on the School of the Soldier 
Overview  
Reflection helps students to build ideas, problem solve and connect the past with the 
present.  This activity will assist students in reflecting on their experiences during their 
visit to the African American Civil War Museum.    
 

What you will need 
Reflection worksheet 
 

Procedure  
To begin this activity, discuss student’s experiences and what they learned about the 
soldiers of the United States Colored Troops.  Students will communicate their 
experiences in a letter to the museum or through a drawing.  Students should think 
about what they liked the most in their trip and what else they would like to learn 
about the United States Colored Troops.  Selected student’s letters may be exhibited on 
the museum’s website at www.afroamcivilwar.org, on the education portal. 
 

Students can mail or email their letters to the museum at; 

Attn: Education 

1925 Vermont Ave, NW 

Washington DC 20001 

education@afroamcivilwar.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

…..Reflect on Your Visit .………………. 
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Dear African American Civil War Museum, 
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Standards of Learning Covered in School of the Soldier 
Language Arts Common Core ( www.corestandards.org ) 
Kindergarten  

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.1.A. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussion, including raising one’s hand, listening politely to the ideas of others, 

waiting one’s turn, and speaking one at a time. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.1.B Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.2 Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media by asking and 

answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood 

 

1st Grade 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.A Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the 

topics and texts under discussion) 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.B Build on others' talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.C Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.2 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other 

media 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something 

that is not understood 

 

Second Grade 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.A Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, 

speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion) 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.B Build on others' talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.C Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other 

media 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional 

information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue 

 

3rd Grade 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, 

speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion) 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.C Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the 

remarks of others. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.D Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 

details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace. 

4th Grade 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that 

contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and 

relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

 

5th Grade 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on 

the remarks of others. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained from the 

discussions. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.2 Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 

quantitatively, and orally. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.3 Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons and evidence. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.4 Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, 

descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
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Standards of Learning Continued 
Language Arts Common Core 
 

6th Grade 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1.B Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles 

as needed. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that 

contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through 

reflection and paraphrasing. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and 

explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.3 Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by 

reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

 

7th Grade 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1.B Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and 

define individual roles as needed. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1.C Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others' questions and comments with relevant 

observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1.D Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.2 Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 

 

8th Grade 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.B Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals 

and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.C Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others' questions and 

comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.D Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their 

own views in light of the evidence presented. 

 

9th- 10th Grade 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.C Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to 

broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.D Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, 

and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and 

reasoning presented. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. 

 

11th -12th Grade 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; 

ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 

divergent and creative perspectives. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.D Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence 

made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or research is required 

to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source 

and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
 

 

 

 

 

12 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/6/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/6/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/6/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/6/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/6/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/2/


AFRICAN AMERICAN CIVIL WAR MUSEUM 

 

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standards of Learning Continued 
Social Studies 

 

Kindergarten 

K.2. Broad Concept: Students describe the way people lived in earlier times and how their lives would be different today. 

K.6. Broad Concept: Students retell stories that illustrate honesty, courage, friendship, respect, responsibility, and the wise or 

judicious exercise of authority, and they explain how the stories show these qualities. 

 

1st Grade 

1.2.1 Understand when and why we celebrate Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day, Martin Luther 

King Jr, Day, President’s Day, DC Emancipation Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, and Independence Day.  

 

2nd Grade 

2.4 Students understand the importance of individual action and character, and they explain, from examining biographies, how 

people who have acted righteously have made a difference in others’ lives and have achieved the status of heroes in the remote 

and recent past.  

 

3rd Grade 

3.4.1 Compare and contrast how people in the past met their needs in different ways. 

3.4.2 Construct a chronological explanation of key people and events that were important in shaping the character of 

Washington, DC, during the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries. 

 

5th Grade 

5.5. Students summarize the causes and consequences of the Civil War. 

5.6 Students explain the successes and failures of Reconstruction.  

 

8th Grade 

8.8.1 Locate and identify the states that made up the Southern region of the United States on a map. 

8.8.4 Trace the development of slavery; its effects on black Americans and on the region’s political, social, religious, economic, 

and cultural development; and the strategies that were tried to both overturn and preserve it. 

8.11 Students analyze the multiple causes, key events, and complex consequences of the Civil War.  

 

11th Grade 

11.1.9 Explain the effects of the Civil War and Reconstruction and of the Industrial Revolution, including demographic shifts 

and the emergence in the late 19th century of the United States as a world power.  

 

12th Grade 

12.DC.6 Students describe and explain the effect of mid-19th- century efforts to abolish slavery. 

12.DC.7 Students describe the effect the Civil War had on life in Washington, DC, and they explain the effects of Compensated 

Emancipation and the Emancipation Proclamation on the city. 

12.DC.8 Students describe the era of Reconstruction in Washington, DC. 
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